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JUNE, 1886. 


THE MONTH. 


Tax Annual Conversazione of the Evangelical Alliance was held on the afternoon 
of Tuesday, the 18th ult., at the College in Regent's Park, and was of the usual 
pleasant character. The Annual Conference will (p.v.) be held at Ryde, in the Isle 
of Wight—a locality well situated in the South of England, and of easy access to a 
large number of the members and friends of the Alliance. The usual date of the 
Conference will be anticipated a little, so as to bring it into September instead of 
October: an arrangement which, while it will suit local conveniefige, will probably 
be agreeable to many who can better spare the time at that season of the year. Full 
announcements will be made when the matter has been further matured, but our 
friends will be able to keep the matter in view from what we have said just now. 


From communications read at the meeting of the Council, it appears that the 
spirit of religious intolerance is increasing at present in Turkey. There is a greater 
disposition showing itself in various ways to interfere with the rights and liberties of 
Christians, and more especially to treat converts from Mohammedanism with harshness 
and rigour. It will require constant vigilatce and firm dealing to make Turkey 
understand that treaty rights in this matter cannot be violated, and that Christian 
Powers will insist on their fulfilment. 


The Royal Family have been received on the public occasions at the opening of 
the various great Exhibitions with the warmest enthusiasm and demonstrations of 
loyalty. The Queen herself was pleased to open in person the Exhibitions in London 
and Liverpool, while Prince Albert Victor of Wales performed the same office in 
Edinburgh. The immense extent of our Empire as indicated by the gathering at 
South Kensington naturally raises thoughts of gratitude to God for the enormous 
power He has placed in our hands, and of the responsibility we are under to use it for 
His glory and the highest welfare of the millions of our fellow-subjects. We are 
glad to learn that speéial efforts will be* made the The 


Orientals brought together by the Exhibition. 


At the great meetings associated with the month of May, the blank left by the 
death of the Earl of Shaftesbury has been strongly felt. Last year, at the meeting 
of the Bible Society, he painfully climbed the steps of the platform and breathed his 
prayer to be permitted to die in harness—a petition which was graciously granted, so 
short was his last illness, The Earl of Harrowby, who has taken his place 
as President, .pronounced a worthy eulogy on his great predecessor. Lord 
Harrowby is proving himself a hard-working and useful President, and the 


© 


iety’s platform was well indicated by the presence and speech of the Rev. Dr, 
of the Walleyen Conference. Loud applause followed his 


decision of the country’s destiny has passed into the hands of that class of the 
population “amongst whom, in especial, the efforts of this society are spent. Surely 
it is obvious that a great part may now be played by the Church Pastoral Aid 
Society. At the present juncture an opportanity lies before it of rendering services 
to the Church and to the nation that might in the critical days that are coming 
exercise a beneficent influence upon the whole course of English history.” The 
Bishop of Liverpool, who presided at the annual meeting, touched on the same 
theme. [le said: “ One of the grand problems of the social system is—What is to 
be done with the masses in this great community of England? No man can see 
how our vast populations increase in some of our great hives of industry, how the 
streets grow by miles, how the people seem to spring up like mushrooms—nobody 
can see all that without feeling deep concern as to what is to be done with the souls 
of these people. It is to give an answer, the right answer, to that problem that 
your good Church Pastoral Aid Society has been working for many years.” The 
income of the society is about £54,000, bat we are informed that the amount con- 
tributed to the Jubilee Fund has hitherto fallen very far short of the hopes of the 
Committee. Though hearty interest has been manifested throughout the country, 
the pecuniary results have not been commensurate with the efforts made. The 
Bishop of Exeter, in speaking at the meeting, gave some interesting reminiscences 
of Lord Shaftesbury. He had built two schools on his estate, and explained how he 
got the money by saying, “I found I had so much more plate left me by my father 
than I wanted, that I thought I would sell enough to build those two school-rooms.” 


The Archbishop of Canterbury preached the sermon in connexion with the 
anniversary of the Church Missionary Society, and the annual meeting was presided 
over by Captain the Hon. F. Mande, n.n., the President of the society. Here 
again the death of the late President called for notice, and most appropriately did 
Sir Harry Verney, who himeelf claimed to be six years older, speak of the worth 
of the departed Earl of Chichester. At the anniversary meetings of the Society, 
only one of which he missed during fifty-one years, the late Earl always advocated 
with solemn earnestness the great spiritual principles which had been the dis- 
tinguishing mark and strength of the society. A long list of Vice-Presidents and 
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report made a reference to his attendance and labours at the Bible-house. 
Feeling allusion was also made to other worthies connected with the society 
who had been called away: Joseph Hoare, John Hampden Fordham, and Thomas 
Percival Bunting. The financial record for the year would have been rather gloomy 
bad it not been for legacies to the amount of £45,000. The wamber of foreign 
agents is now twenty-six, and the cireulation of the Scriptures has been above four 
P millions of copies for the year. The absence of the United States Minister was much 
regretted, but his place was taken by Professor Sir M. Monier-Williams, who moved 
the adoption of the report; and the Secretary of the American Bible Society, the 
words : “ Let us rejoice in the number of men o opinions W esire is tha 
God’s Word shall be circulated, and let us resolve, as Christian citizens, that this 
shall be our first thought in legislation—‘ Will it help the advancement of the Word 
and work of God?’” 
: The Report of the Church Pastoral Aid Society says that the extension of the 
- franchise has added vastly to the importance of the society's operations, since the —_—- 
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Hen. Life Governors who had been removed by death was read, including two Irish 
Archbishops and three English Bishops, besides Arthur Poole, the first English 


Mr. Sydney Gedge, in a series of startling statistics, pointed out how miserably 
small is the sum given by the laity to Foreign Missions, and asked, with a force which 


said, that the letters “ C.M.8.” might mean not only “ Chureh Missionary Society,” 
but also “Christ my Saviour,” and “Carry my Salvation ;” but he would like to 
see the thing made four-square, and to see inscribed on every box, in addition to 
those three thoughts, this—“ Contribute More Supplies.’’ 


On account of the lateness of Easter this year,the meetings of the Baptist 
Union were postponed from the last week of April to the second week of May, and 
thus became contemporancous with the mectings of the Congregational Union. 


on the evening of every first Sanday of the month, to vacate their pews, which are 
filled on such oceasions by unmistakable members of the industrial classes. He also 
established the “ Alliance Club,” a Home for working men, im Prince of Wales's 
Road, shortly after the recent visit of Messrs. Moody and Sankey. Here mission 
services are held on Sunday evenings, and during the week it is utilized in # variety 
of ways. Mr. White is the anthor of the volume entitled “ Life in Christ,” in which 
he expounds his views on conditional immortality—views which are at variance with 
the general teaching of the Christian Ohurch on the great question touched on, and 
which have called forth a great deal of discussion and opposition. 


The Rev. Charles Williams, of Accrington, thé Chairman of the Baptist Union, 
was @ great friend of the late “Charles Vince, of Birmingham,” and was one of the 
founders of the Annnity Fund of the Baptist Union. On Friday, the 14th ult, a 
combined meeting of the Congregationalist and Baptist Unions was held in the City 
Temple, The idea of such a meeting was, we believe, first enamected by he Reap, 


+ 


7 
+] 


Bishop first English Bishop of Eastem Equa 
torial Africa. Twenty-six missionary candidates had been accepted during the year 
out of sixty-one who had offered. The ordinary income was higher than it had ever 
been before, amounting to something over £200,000. Special motice was taken of 
the success which had attended the February simultameous meetings. In many 
towne the campaign unquestionably evoked genuine enthusiasm; in many more the 
cause of Foreign Missions was lifted to a higher level of solema personal obligation, 
not to be met by mere money gifts ; while the bare fact that eight hundred meetings 
were held in one week, and that two hundred clergymen and laymen went forth as 
special deputations, has impressed the whole Christian world, as the missionary 
periodicals of many countries and churches testify. The results will appear in due 
time, but already fresh organizations have been started in some places, notably at 
Manchester. The Committee are considering whether the sacred infilnences now 
commonly allnded to by the letters “ F.5.M.” cannot be perpetuated by some é 
world-wide Union for prayer and work, which shall combine in common fellowship 
all friends and workers without interfering with existing Unions and Associations. 
decoration of our churches, or the rearing up of spiritual temples?” “ Let us give 
up,” he added, amid enthusiastic applause, “ our religious luxuries.” His closing 
suggestion was a happy ending toa telling speech. It had been pointed ont, he 
The Rev. Edward White, Chairman of the Congregational Union, is minister of a 
chureh whose members consist of both Independents and Baptists, and he has been for 
three years Professor of Homiletics at New College, in succession to the Rev. J. C. 
Hazrison. For nearly nine years his people at Hawley Road Chapel have consentei, 
| 
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is not behind the meetings any unrevealed scheme for the removal of denominational 


In a remarkable paper read at the Baptist Union by the Rev. J. Jenkyn Brown, 
of Birmingham, in reference to the raral districts, he said that the present was « 
favourable season for spiritual work in the country. If they slept, the enemy would 
come in and sow his tares in soil prepared to receive them. It could not be denied 
that their charches had suffered grievously in recent years, but he trusted that 
mach of that hed been changed ; and now they needed, as one of their duties, to 
cultivate the spirit of unity among their churches. Isolation was weakness to the 
strong, as well as to the weak. There might be much accomplished by more 
systematic visitation of their rural districts, and by the extension of their liberality. 
The Rev. T. M. Morris, of Ipswich, contended that there were as many intelligent 
men in the rural districts as in the urban, but he was afraid that there was still much 
alienation from public worship amongst the rural populations. At present, however, 
they had nothing worth mentioning in the shape of sceptical and active opposition. 


The London Missionary Society was able to give a cheering report at its 
annual meeting. Perhaps the most striking circumstance set forth in the report 
is the increase which has taken place in the revenue of the year, notwithstanding 
trade depression and the falling off in all incomes derived from land. The year 
began with a debt of £11,000, buat some friends of the society at Bristol 
determined that it should be paid off. They met in September, and got promises in 
ten days of £4,000. The example was followed elsewhere, and £10,700 was raised 
towards the deficiency of £11,000. An effort was meanwhile being made to raise 
the current subscriptions, with the encouraging result that the regular income has 
been augmented by £4,100, of which amount £1,500 is sent by mission stations in 
foreign countries. The legacies of the year were also more than usual. In regard 
to the effects of the spread of education in India, the missionaries declare that they 
were never heard with so much respectful sympathy as now, and that though the 
educated classes give them but few open adherents,their success among the lower castes 
is large and increasing. This seems to be particularly the case in the Madras 
Presidency and the State of Travancore, where the London Missionary Society has 
found its chief sphere of activity and has achieved its greatest successes, Madagas- 
car is another scene of its triumphs. There are fifty students in its college in the 
capital, and the Government often calls the men who have been educated in it to fill 
important administrative posts. Tahiti is to be abandoned because the island is 
completely Christianized: and the French Protestants are carrying on thework which 
the English society has sustained for ninety years, In China the hoétility to 
foreigners has almost entirely passed away, except in the district round Canton. 
There, as elsewhere, the missionary opens the way, and trade follows in the wake of 


on the other side. It Was officially announced “ that there 

landmarks.” Still, the event is ————— 

. exclusive denominationalism and the growth of a broader religious sympathy. There 

) are leading men, both among the Baptists and the Congregationalists, who would 

like to see an organic union of the two communities. It is well known that they are 

perfectly agreed as to ecclesiastical polity, and that their separateness is due entirely 

to divergence of view with regard to Baptism. Bat this separateness is not absolute, 

for in some congregrations union has already been effected. The communion of 

many Congregational churches contains a large proportion of Baptists ; and, on the 

| other hand, many Baptist churches have adopted the principle of “open membership.” 


~ 
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At the meeting of , held 
They had had a larger number 
pry by wal Notwithstanding the commercial depression, not only 
maintained the income of 1884, but they had gone it by nearly 
The society had gone forward, and had sent out more 

cash in hand to send ; and although the financial year closed with a debt 
that had now been reduced to £1,200. The Rev. G. H. Rouse, of 
mated the native professing Christians in India at 150,000; and they 
at an increasing ratio. It was a great ground of satisfaction to observe 
independence and activity of the native churches. 


Mr. E. J. Boville, 3.r., presided at the Spring Conference of 
Association, and said, in opening the proceedings, that the advances of Ritaalivm 
had been most extraordinary since 1866, and were specially more in 1886. All sections 
of the Evangelical party must unite, and stand side by side to restore the Pro- 
testant character of the Church. If they shrank from the battle, they might live to 
see a Church in England which would not be the English Charch. Sir R. Leighton 
proposed, and the Rey. E. Couzens seconded, the resolution: “That this meeting 
records its solemn conviction that the question of Church reform and disestablish- 
ment ought to be treated by Charchmen as in all respects secondary to that of the 


twenty small Congregational churches in the Colonies, and there are now 699. 
Congregational churches and missionaries. It was proposed to raise a Jubilee 
Fund of £20,000 for the purchase of church sites and the sending out of ministers. 
The annual meeting was addressed, among other speakers, by the Rev. Dr. Wilkes, 
of Montreal, who is eighty-one years of age, and has been engaged in the work of 
the society since its formation. 


The Religious Tract Society was able this year to report an increase of its 


income to the amount of £4,540, the total receipts being nearly £212,000. The 


whole amount thus given had been applied, without deduction or reserve, to 

missionary work of the society, 
profits in the Trade Department. Some large subscriptions, however, had lapsed, 
and hod not been replaced by others of like amount. The society had continued 
and extended its co-operation with the Bible Society, and joint depéte had been 
opened at Alexandria and Singapore. The Report says : “It is observable how in. 


the shores of the Levant ; an ‘ Introduction to the Bible’ in Chinese, at Amoy ; a ‘ Bible 
History’ for the Dyaks of Borneo ; an edition of the ‘ Annotations’ from the society's 
‘Paragraph Bible,’ for the Karens in Burmah; and, last and least, but not least 
significant, a translation of the ‘ Peep of Day’ into the Congo language, now for the 


~ 


* 


- 
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165 
and realm at the Reformation.” 
The Colonial Missionary Society, in connexion with the Independents, has 
reached its jubilee year. When it was organized fifty years ago, there were only 
what the Scriptures really teach. At the present moment, more or less under the 
auspices of this society, there are in progress an Italian translation of Dr. Schaff’s 
‘ Bible Dictionary,’ printed at Florence; a ‘ Bible Dictionary ’ in modern Greek, at | 
| 
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firet time redaced to by the Baptist missionaries. We may note, also, the 
publication, the of works in two other languages, Where ts no 
Obristian literatare, not even the Scriptares, had existed. One is the 
Bedags dialect, spoken by a small tribe on the Neilgherry Mountains, for whom a 
Obristian hymn-book has been prepared at the expense of a friend connected with the 
Madras Tract Society ; and the other, the Romanized Formosa dialect, in which the 
Englieh Presbyterian Mission hes started a monthly periodical, being aided by a large 
grant of electrotype engravings from this society. In all, the Religious Tract Society 
now publishes, or aids in publishing, books, tracts, and periodicals in 177 different 
languages and dialects.” Mr. Heary Jobn Atkinson presided, in the absence of Mr. 
Bamuel Morley, at the annual meeting in Exeter Hall, which was one of the largest 
of the present season. A very interesting feature of the evening’s proceedings was 
the singing of s number of excellent pieces by children belonging to Board and 
Industrial schools, in whose religious education the Committee have long rejoiced 


to co-operate. 


We regret that the Rev. M. Pilatte should have thought it right to publish so 
strongly worded s letter as that which appeared from his pen some weeks ago in the 
pages of L’Eglise Libre. Our French Correspondent had no intention of conveying 
such an impression of the condition of spiritual life in the French Protestant 
Charches as appeared to M. Pilatte to be indicated by the language of the letters on 
which he animadverts, and the members of the Evangelical Alliance in England 


_ ¢herish no sentiments towards our brethren in France but those of respect and 


regard, coupled with a sincere desire for their prosperity and welfare. 


At the Religious Tract Suciety breakfast, Dr. Craig pointed out how Christian 
influences are beginning to spread even among the bigoted Moslems of the East. 
The Turkish Missions’ Aid Seciety, in its report, made special reference to the work 
done by American missionaries in the East, in whose case there is no room for the 
natives to suppose that they have any designs of annexation in view. The death of 
the late Rev. Dr. Hogg was mentioned with regret, and in him missionary work 
has lost one of ite most remarkable and successful promoters. This society, though 
its fands are very modest in amount, had made grants to forty-four different portions 
of the field. 


The Lord’s-day Observance Society carries on an important work at a very 
emall cost, and operates in 9 great many directions. Its efforts are not confined 
to this country, for work has been at Antwerp and Brussels, and assistance 


ENCOURAGEMENTS AND PERILS. 
‘Bux prospects of evangelical religion in the times in which we live is a subject 
to which the thoughts of believers often anxiously turn. If we are concernod for 
‘the coming of the Kingdom of Christ, we must take nete of amy successes of the 
Gospel with gladness, and of any difficulties, or tokens of failure, with griéf and 
-bumiliation. Christians do not agree in their interpretation of the signs of the 
tames in every particular. This is partly due to a difference in their views in regard 
to prophecy, and partly to the impressions made on them by the mixed phenomena 
of the day ; some being more struck with the bright, and others with the datk side 
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of things. All agree, however, that the cause of Christ will finally ssinmph, 
andaleo that we live in a season of anxiety and peril. One or two special points 
may be noted as indicating the directions in which things are tending. 

The extraordinary activity of the Churches is forced very strongly on our 
attention by the multitade of the May meetings. Besides the gatherings which are 
properly ecclesiastical, there are organizations at work for a great variety of 
heathen abroad and the godless and destitute at home are so cared for that it is 
evident the Charch is laying to heart the lesson of the parable of the Good Samaritan— 
‘Go theu, and do likewise ;’and also the Master's last command,“ Go ye out into all 
the world, and preach the Gospel to every creature.” In both respects the servants 
of the absent Lord are endeavouring to occupy till He come. If diligence in work, 
then, is. good thing, we ought to be thankful that it has been put into our hearts to 
labour more abundantly, and that God has not left us in any part of the vineyard to 
spend our labour for nought and in vain. 

A tendency to draw closer together has also been showing itself among the 
Churches. This has been more observable in America than on our side of the 
Atlantic. Some movements that could not have been anticipated a few years ago, 
have appeared of late. A union between the Free Baptists and the Congregationalists, 
for instance, has been freely discussed. The idea has also been started of Methodists 
and Presbyterians leaguing themselves together. Then, further, it has been suggested 
that Presbyterians might combine with Episcopalians on the basis of a suitable 
Litargy. None of these things has yet become an accomplished fact, and, possibly, 
none of them may do so at present; but the discussion of them, carried on in the 
public press and supported by the names of well-known men, is a clear indication that 
believers are recognizing more clearly that unity ought to be a governing idea in the 
Christian Church. The most interesting movement of this nature in Europe is the 
one going on at present for the incorporation of the Waldensian Church with the 
Free Church of Italy. It seems scarcely more than yesterday since the time when 
such an alliance would have been pronounced to be utterly hopeless, and now there 
is every prospect of its being soon completed. The Waldenses are unwilling to 
drop their ancient and honoured name, and at this we cannot wonder ; bat some way 
will doubtless be found for getting rid of the difficulty, and the friends of Christ’s 
cause in Italy will hail the day of union, whenever it comes. The fact that 
Protestantism is broken up into so many sections has a specially bad effect in Roman 
Catholic countries. The numerous little churches, all differing more or less from one 
another, are contrasted with the colossal unity of the Catholic Church, and appear 
contemptible by comparison. The inner essential unity of Protestantism will become 
more manifest as needless controversies are laid aside, and a larger amount of 
©o-operation prevails. The current is,on the whole, running in that direction, 
although there are some controversies, and these exciting ones, which are yet in 
progress. 

Another gratifying feature of the present period is the amount and success of 
revival work. It does not come very prominently before the British public just 
now, but still a good deal is being done. The Wesleyans have made a beginning with 
their enterprise in the metropolis, and we hear every week of successful missions on 
smaller scale in -varions Jocalities. In America, however, ‘the movement is very 

‘Mr, Moody has been in the Southern States, prosecuting his 
well-known work with all the old energy and success. Then the evangelists known 
familiafly as the“ two Sams” (the Revs. Samuel Jones and Samuel Small), have now 


for some months been engaged in labours hardly less remarkable than Mr. Moody's 
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little fresh 

general missionary statistics 

The is on Dr. 

Grundemann's tabular summaries published some time ago in the Allgemeine Missions 
Tertechrift, with valuable corrections and additions which have since appeared in the 
Missionary Herald and the Baptist Mumonary Magazine, both published in Boston. The 
most remarkable paper, however, is the one on the “ Contributions of the Titled and the 
Wealthy to Foreign Missions,” by the Rev. H. Perey Grubb. The writer takes up the Report 
of the Charch Missionary Society for 1884-5, and brings out the fact that 362 persons of rank 
and title, from dukes down to baromets and knights, whose names appear in the list of 
subscribers, contributed altogether the sum of £1,065 5a 8d. The writer adds: “One 
thousand pounds «year, the contribution by the nobility of England to the Church 
Missionary Society, the largest and most important of missionary societies! One thousand 


in an 
ordinary nobleman’s household ; not the keep of four or five horses ; not the of the 


gratification of what is often but a passing whim ; and 

zeal of the nobility of England on behalf of¢he Church Missionary Society’! How small it 
ia will be the more manifest when compared with other sources of the society's income. 
Missionary boxes produce nearly £20,000 a-year. It is well known that by far the larger 
number of these boxes are held by the poorer classes of 

they are filled, as a rule, not by ‘ begging’ from others, but 
they produce a sum twenty times larger than that subscribed by the nobility. . . . O God, 

H 


4 | decorations or of the flowers at many an entertainment ; not the value of many an ornament 
| in his drawing-room, or of many « picture in his salon; not even the cash value of the 
Breath be felt as a rushing mighty wind throughout our land, bowing the hearts of our 
| forest trees (that is to say, our noblest) in submission to Thy command ! How long shall 
avarice and ease aad the mammon- god weld their chains around the highest impulses which 
can move our sons and daughters !” 

The Rev. H. D. Williamson gives s report of the Gond Mission in Central India, 
mentioning some incidents of his itinerating work, in which he has been accompanied by 
Paulus, his first convert. He says: “ Very large congregations invariably accompany our 
magic-lantern exhibitions, and the knowledge of the Gospel is thus spread far beyond the 
limite of villages which we have actually visited. One day we had another old Gond Baba 
present, with some of his disciples—a man who lives away among the jungles, as Paulus used 
to do, depending for his sustenance on the supplies brought him every Monday by his 
numerous admirers; « simple-minded man, I should say, from his appearance and 
conversation—one whom I should be very thankful to see more of. Paulus knows him well, 
and may, with God's blessing, be the means of gradually drawing him to the side of Obrist. 
The influence exercised by Gond ascetics of this kind is very great, as may be seen by the 
respect shown even now to Paulus, not merely by Gonds, but by Hindus and Mohammedans. 
Besides Paalus and this man mention d above, there is, as far as I know, only one other in 
the whole district ; him 1 have not yet seen, but Paulus speaks highly of him.” After 
speaking of the appearance of cholera in the district, Mr. Williamson mentions a curious 

| circumstance : “ At the present moment « very extraordinary movement is taking place 
among the Gonds which no one can account for; no one knows who started it, and no one 
can remember anything similar having ever ocoutred before. A band of Gonds, men and 
women, appear in a village with axes and sticks, and in the name of some of their gods set 
| upon all the pigs and dogs which can be found, killing them, and then cutting off their ears 
‘ and tails, some of which they stick up on a pole set in the ground, and some they hand over 
| to the villagers, with an order to go to the next village and do the same there. No objection 
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passing across the Mandla distriet. polies, who are investigating the matter, find 
that it came over through Bilsepur eed Raipur, aad apparently started in the native State 
of Bastar, three or four hundred miles away to the south-east. The Gonds here know 
nothing about the reason for it, but their superstition will not allow them to disregard it.” 

The Bishop of Sierra Leone relates a visit he paid to Abeokuta, a place about which he 
confesses that he had scarcely realized how utterly untouched by an immense 
part of it really is. geod of Gis, mentions the 
visit we had ocular demonstration of some of the superstitions customs of the people. A 
few days after cur arrival ‘Oro’ was prociaimed. When ‘Oro’ is out every female must be 
in. He woman is found outside, shejis executed, and no influence can save her. It scoms 
that ‘Oro’ is proclaimed whenever the men want to be rid of the women. ‘Oro’ is a 


wives of Shango, distinguished by large helmets, made artistically of cowries, on their heads. 
These were licensed to be the first in the thieving, and thus we saw with our own eyes what 


heatheniam teaches even in Abeokuta on the subject of man’s duty towards his neighbour. 
I am afraid the unfortunate occupiers of the house that was struck were stripped of every- 


thing they possessed.” 
WESLEYAN METHODIST MISSIONS. 


The Missionary Notices contains on its opening page a statement which camnot be read 
without a feeling of shame by those who love the honour of our country. It snys that “‘ the 
question of the liquor traffic among the native tribes of Africa is cocupying the attention | 
of the missionary societies. The struggle in Southern Africa continues, especially among 
the tribes of the Transkei territory. When they became the subjects of the British Crown, 
they received a promise that the sale of intoxicating drinks in their midst should not be 
allowed. This promise was as distinctly given and as trustfully socepted as if it had been 
embodied ina treaty of the most approved form. The word of the British Government at all 
times, and especially when dealing with comparatively defenceless natives, should be beyond 
suspicion. Nevertheless, Sir Hercules Robinson, as High Commissioner, has by a prociama- 
tion legalized the sale ; and although an amended form of the proclamation forbids the sale to 
any native unless a written permission is obtained from some European official, yet these are — 
so many and so various in character and opinion that the limitation must be practically of little 
avail Thenatives see this, and protest most energetically against the wrong that has been done 
tothem. The danger on the West Coast of Africs is by no means less than that in the South. 
la our own land it is found that the craving for drink, when once swakened, defies the 
force of reason and of comscience. In cannot be a surprise to any that ignorant and half- 


Secre- 
ing was, for mamy years, in the possession of | tery of the Evangelical Continental Society 
the Romish Church, and as there is an in- (13, Blomfield Street, London Wall, z..) will 

Protestant congregation in the town, | be happy to give further. information, and to 
it seems most-desirable that this rare oppor- | receive contributions towards the parchase of 


tunity for regaining possession of one of the | the charch. 


system of native police. Mr. Wood was most careful to put up mats around the piszsa to 
shat out every possible chance of Mrs. Ingham or Eliza, her maid, secing outside. He said 
that there were always evil-disposed people who would be glad to make accusation if any 
ground were given! This, however, only lasted for one day. The other custom I will 
allude to is ome connected with the god (7) Shango. We had a thunderstorm, and a house 
near us was struck,.and instantly every avenue wes thronged with spoilers fromi every part 
of the town hurrying to finish what Shango had begun. In the crowds at intervals we saw the 
civilized natives as readily yield. Se mighty is the tyranny that in many cases they will 1 
refuse to sell their goods unless they are paid with spirits instead of money. Christian i 
agents sometimes find it difficult to obtain even the necessaries of life on this account, if at 
indeed they will resolutely abide by the decencies of a Christian consistency. Movement on a 
the part of the home societies has not begun too soon.” | 
Bonmaia—In = growing town of this | monuments of the good old times shouki at 
once Protestant land, an old Hussite chureb, | once be seized, and thus a suitable piace of 
in a state of is to be on secured for the descendants and suc- P| 
| 
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ANNUAL CONFERENCE, 
Council have the pleasure to announce that they received accepted an 
Committee of the Alliance in that town have entered very heartily into the project, and it 
| that many of the friends of the Alliance in other towns of the island will 
; im the matter. 
| for the Conference is September 21, 22, and 23—a date somewhat 
; bat this arrangement will, it is hoped, enable a large number of the 
| decid thar Prevented doing so when the Conference is held 
later. It fervently desired that thie opportunity for Christian fellowship may, by God’s 
blessing, prove to be « time of spiritual refreshing, as former similar gatherings have been. 
| The Lale of Wight Observer of May 8 has the following paragraph upon this subject : “ The 
the Evangelical Alliance were convened this week to mest A. J. Arnold, 
| Eaq., one of the Secretaries the parent society, from London, to confer with him respecting 
Propose! of the Council of the Alliance to hold their Annual 
| year. Rev. J. Eglington and the Baptist and Congregational ministers 
: attend, but there was « large and animated session of the Committee, and it 
the members of the Alliance in the Isle of Wight would gladly hail the 
eye Empend. General Carr Tate was in the chair, and after prayer, 
| one expressed approval of the intended meeting of the Alliance in R 
. be held, in due time, a larger meeting of the Committes, representing the Inle 
tan further steps will be taken to make provision for the Alliance meeting 
the third week in September. The people of Ryde will welcome this 
| midst, not only for its religious tone, but even on lower grounds. Posaibl 
Visited by some 200 delegates, amongst whom will be some of the 
popular men of the various churches represented in the Alliance. In 
during the week of the Conference there will doubtless be many hundreds 
attracted to these very open and fraternal gatherings, Such meetings are at all 
welcomed wherever they are held. Much of the expense will be borne by the 
mittee, but many townspeople will, we feel amured, be pleased to open their 
hospitality to some of those who will come upon such a fleeting visit.” 
ANNUAL OONVERSAZIONE. 
Mer the kind permission of the Rev. Dr. Angus, the 
on y 18th, at Regent's Park College. A company 
where tea and coffee were served. The fist 
intercourse, and, punctually at half-past four o'clock, the 
summoned, from the park-like grounda, those who had walked 
Cary, to the beautiful library in which the meeting was 
to the members and friends of the 
representatives of various Evangelical churches soon 
disappointment was felt at the absence of the President of 
arth), from whom message had been received expressing 
able to be present. The inspired words of the Psalmist (133rd 
Pleasant it is for brethren to dwell together in unity” 
as the eye ranged over the meeting, and observed how fellow 
yard of the different denominations had come together to be 
receive mewage from their Seviour-King whose word 
‘whom all delighted to serve in the spirit of love and unity, 
Sir R. N. Fowler, Bart., a.p., presided, in the absense of 
) ported by Mr. Donald Matheson, Treasurer ; General Field and 
: There were Present among others the following: Rev. Dr. Murray 
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Varnier (Sicily), Rev. 
Kvans, Rev. Principal 
Rev. J. 8. Russell, 
. Pearce Clark, Rev. 
Bailey, General 

Graydon. 
ng taken the chair, 
was read, and the 
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mechanism is exceedingly remarkable. There is in such wonder that many deny the actual 
to the te ” and His bride, end all shall in 
in im the revelation of | the glory of God.” But between these two what 
or we peed seat Goodness was | do we look at? We look, if we are wise, at the 
our 
gor when He shall finish third and te glory Gin love 
Se at outest we have from goodness to grace, and through grace to > 
manifestation of God’s eternal majesty. | It is a very wonderful Church that we are 
0 my God, thou art very great ; thou art | creation in regard immortal souls. If you will 
diothed with end majesty: whe coverset | the words I first read,“ O Lord, how 
thyself with _ a & garment: who manifold are works,” ete., and if you will 
stretehest out heavens like « curtain; who | them to the 
maketh the clouds his chariot : walketh spiritual sense only, can pre 
upon the wings of the wind: who maketh his tole and 
fins} ‘creation of glory, what do you seo? “oO 
the of the earth, that it should My brethren, 
not be removed for ever.” There you have «| there are many whe themeecives Christians 
sevenfold manifestation of the greatness of God | who, even in days of enlightenment, are 
trying to work out that salvation. 
of the’creature whom He calls man ; and from can we not see, and press it cpom men until 
that pelst terwand, Cho ciath cose, yee have «| they do see, that it is the works of the Lord that 
very striking detail of the revelation the works start the true creation, and that man has nothi 
of the six days in which God called into existence wtih wit 
the earth as it now is, for the benefit of man and own fitness for the service? It must be entirely 
man’s And now it is, when you have | unto him. says the Apostle 
gone the details of these wondrous sians ti. 10, and in Gal. vi. 15, in 3 Cor. vy. 17? | 
works of that you come upen this peme S It is the work of God. Weare always apt to 
praise, in the 24th : O Lord, how areall | look at the creature, and consider what this man 
we are three gressing sufficiently. t would us we 
read: “Thou openest thy band; they aro filled manifold works of God, and forget ourselves 
with good. Thou hidest thy face; they are | sltogether, and contemplate the glory of Gol as . 
troubled. Thou takest ty be Oe seen in the final and fall creation the futare. 
end votura to their dest. Thou condest f thy Look back ‘upon the goodness of God ss seen in 
Spirit ; they are created: and thou renewest the the first creation for Adam, and look in and see 
face of the earth. The glory of the Lord shall the wondrous grace of God as exhibited m the 
endure for ever: the Lord shall rejoice in his creation wrought out in the case of every 
works.” There are just three stages of the creation. soul that is brought into connexion wi 
The Sect, of goodness: the earth Jesus Christ the Lord, and praise God, from whom 
wy then it is marred and spoiled by sic. all blessings flow. And then see next “how in 
final creation, when God has re-created ail wisdom thou hast made them all.” All springs 
things in heaven and earth, there will be mani- from God. 
of Ged. And in saving the world 
now, what these two brethren, we | wonderful will in wisdom, and so is ex- ' 
see between these two «& spiritual | hibited im the person of Christ Jesue—Christ 
creation wrought out—-all spiritual, entirely Jesus, the wisdom of God and the of God: | 
< * one the body of the Lord back to the first creation, and we see how in Christ | 
Jesus while He sojourned here upon earth, Jesus, while the will of God was being exhibited, 
and that beck tohhearen ass spiritual | all things wore sad centre 
body, in represents us before Bat — Jesus is the fountain and centre | 
for the time being, upon the earth, this second all creation.” But when we turn to the spiritual | 
creation is of God « spiritual one. And the new creation, how entirely ought we to recognise Him | 
henven and the mew earth are kept waiting for|ae the central power and exhibition of God's 
their glorious mavifestation until such time as goodness and grace and wisdom now! And then 
this new creation in he form we tars to thet wel, 
between the material between | Spirit’s power 
revealed: “The earth is full of thy riches. 
pleted by the And what is this spiritual Sarely, the Spirit of Gol of God's | 
creation of God look back with wonder at | this time, atin God's 
pr) ap oped as exhibited in His goodness | grace—the unsearchable of Christ. How 
at His first creation. We look on with wonder, come they to the souls of men but in aud by 
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payable to the order of either of the 
and Mr. A. J. Arnold), or to the Treasurer. 


BEATE CHS OF THE 


| 
| 
| 192 
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| following notice of the 
| Charles Evans, us, of 
| shire — 
“Qer dear trother, 
| Jeeme on the Sth of May 
| ference at which the All 
1846, with the liveliest 
| strongly attached 
day. Few 
the closing years 
| 
(Liew -G Field, cn Secretaries 
Alliance House, 7, Adam Street, Strand, London, w.c. 


